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The happy
traveller

The past was a simpler, more relaxed time to see the world.
But the present is not too bad, says travel industry veteran

SA Holidays managing director and CEQ Al-
bert See might be 77 years old, but the trav-
el agency veteran looks like someone in his
50s. Jolly and animated, he speaks with a
vigour that puts younger men to shame.
When told he was being interviewed for a
special feature on entrepreneurs, he laughs,
a twinkle in his eye. “Oh, but 'm not a busi-
nessman,” he demurs, speaking in Mandarin. “'m piaying.  just en-
joy life.”

Yet Mr See is a savvy hand. Since entering the industry more
than 50 years ago, he has helped found household names like SA
Tours and CTC Travel. ASA itself was started from scratch in 20086.
Its full name is Air Sino-Euro Associates, but it is also known as Al-
bert See Again. Ten years later, ASA Holidays is one of the biggest
outbound tour operators in Singapore. Its subsidiaries, running
cruises, tour packages, exclusive chartered flights and more, domi-
nate the third floor of People’s Park Complex in Chinatown.

The travel industry might have changed forever with the advent
of the Intemet. But that is not getting in the way of Mr See’s love for
his work. “The travel business is a happy business,” he likes to say.
“People book tours, they are happy to travel. | take their money, |
research on travel options, | travel around the world, | am happy al-
s0,” he chortles.

A simpler time

The past is a foreign country for Mr See, for he fondly recalls a time
when life was simpler and travelling was more carefree. Bom in Ma-
laya, his favourite subjects in school were geography and history.
After high school, Mr See struck out on his own, coming to Singa-
pore to work various jobs in research and tour guiding. He was only
in his early 20s when he got involved in his first travel venture, organ-
ising tours to Thailand and Malaysia before branching out to Tai-
wan, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Seoul and Manila.

Inthose days, a holiday took two to three weeks. There were no
smartphones, no computers or faxes. Nor was there instant mes-
saging, Skype or Whatsapp. There was just long-distance calling,
as well as the archaic telegraph. It took 14 days to take a bus to Ma-
laysia and to Thailand's Chiang Mai and back. Passengers trav-
elled together with cargo on ships to Hong Kong. “Nobody could
bother you,” Mr See says, adding that the world was relatively more
peaceful then with no worries over terrorism.

On a round-the-world jaunt, he would chat with the pilot and get
him to sign on his map at every stop. Upon reaching a place like
Cambodia’s Phnom Penh, he would arrangs with friends to take a
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‘People book tours,
they are happy to
travel. | take their
money, | research on
travel options, | travel
around the worid, | am
happy also.’

— ASA Holidays MD and CEO Albert See

jeep into the forest to spend the night, admiring wildlife and scenery.

Today, people holiday for just eight to 10 days before rushing
back. Air travel has become far cheaper, and flying to neighbouring
countries takes just half a day. Messages on the smariphone are
answered immediately. There are security checks everywhere,
The pilot's cabin is locked. One cannot just take a jeep inside the
forest without making the police suspicious. Also, there are land-
mines in the jungle.

Following the famous

Yet Mr See’s firm still manages to organise enormous tours of 100
people or more. Inviting famous DJs, or actors and actresses to
come along for tours has become passé. Instead, ASA Holidays
gets customers to follow in the footsteps of the famous.

One route is what former US president Bill Clinton took when he
visited China for 10 days in 1998. He began in the historic capital of
Xian, visited the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, West Lake in
Hangzhou, Shanghai, the dramatic landscapes of Guilin, before
ending his joumey in Hong Kong and retuming to the US.

Another recent destination is the local British pub at the hamlet
of Cadsden that China President Xi Jinping went to with UK Prime
Minister David Cameron when Mr Xi was on an official visit to the
UK. “We just went this April and had fish and chips and a pint of
Greene King India Pale Ale, just like what the leaders did,” Mr See
says with a grin. “We will introduce this tour to tourists when they
visit Britain.”

The Internet generation
Looking ahead, he sees much turbulence for the travel business in

as little as five years. This is when the young, reared in the ways of
the Intemet and independent travelling, come of age.

Mr See is training his brother’s children, the second generation,
to take over. Travel agencies will have to consolidate and link up
with bigger countries and the larger Intemet firms, he says. Travel is
changing from pre-planned itineraries to a more spontaneous form.

“Now whatever you want to do, you just press a button and
you'll have it. You want people to help you, you want to eat, you
want money, everything is on the Intemet. You can change wherev-
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er you want to go on a whim.”

The biggest challenge for the industry is the competition from
smaller agencies started by younger people that offer fresh packag-
es at low prices, Mr See says. He thinks the latest hotspots for tour-
ists are in Australia and New Zealand, though Europe and China
will still be the traditional regions everybady wants to visit.

And after some 55 years in the industry, Mr See is not short of
business ideas. He leans forward conspiratorially. He just wants
five minutes with Alibaba Group founder Jack Ma. “| have an idea
that only he can execute. | can't tell you. If's a secret for him "
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Scotland / Ireland / Paris

(ELEE7/ELHR7/ELCTR/ELHR1Z)

/ London v Cambridge « York « Edinburgh

v/ Lake District v Manchester / Stratford-Upon-Avon
v Oxford v Bicester v Buckinghamshire

+ Sampling Fish & Chips at village pub “The Plough”
* Bicester Outlet Village

Speclal Dep: Sep 22 Oct 13,20,27
Nov 4,10,11,17,18,24,25 Dec 1,2
(2017) Jan 26 Feb 2

Dep: Sep — Mar 2017

2nd Pax

18038

(1st Pax: fr$1336")

11D Best of Croutla,
Slovenia, Bosnia e,

/ Lake Bled Ljublijana v Plitvice
v Zadar / Trogir / Solona v Split
v Dubrovnik v Mostar v/ Sarajevo
v Zagreb Bled Castle v/ Postojna Caves
v Plitvice National Park v Cipiko Palace
v/ Sarajevo War Tunnel Museum
Dep: Sep 11,18 Oct 3,9,16,23
Nov 1,9,16,23,29

Dec 6,13

2nd Pax

11588

{1st Pax: fr$3188")

8D Arctic Circle Wonderland

(EHELS)

/ Helsinki v/ Kemi v/ Rovaniemi

v Saariselka v Tallinn v Stockholm

« Stay at Glass Igloo*, Santa Claus Express
Train and Night Cruise

* Experience Husky Dog Sledge & Reindeer
Sleigh Ride + “Reindeer Driver's License”

» Fun exploring Santa Claus Village +  2nd pax

Arctic Circle Crossing Certificate 2298'
Special Dep: Dec 2,6,9,13,16,21 {15

Dep: Jan - Mar 2017 [1st Pax: r$4498°)

12/1 3D Best of Euslem Europe

(EASTI2/EASTIREBFIZEFF13)

v/ Berlin / Dresden v Prague v/ Oswiecim
/ Krakow ¢ Budapest v/ Vienna / Salzburg
/ Hallstatt v Munich

+ Berlin Wall - Charles Bridge
» Auschwitz & Birkenau

* Fisherman'’s Bastion (EAST12)
+ Schonbrunn Palace 2B

Dep: Sep 12,15,29 Oct 13,20,31 fr$1 358

Nov 7,14,21,28 Dec 3,11,17 {1s1 Pax: fr2718%

11D The Besl Around Russm

(ERUS11)
v St Petersburg v Sochi v Moscow

+ Peterhof Palace « Hermitage Museum
* Krasnaya Polyana

+ Stalin’s Summer Residence
* Red Square

Dep: Aug 6 Sep 10,17,24
Oct 8,15,22 Nov 12,19
(2017) Mar 20,27 Apr 3,10,17
May 8,15,22

2nd Pax

151498°

(1st Pax: r$2916*)

11D Splendour.of Ituly

(EOMZ11)

/ Milan v Venice v Pisa v/ Florence
v Orvieto v Sorrento ¢ Amalfi Coast
7 Naple v Rome / Cinque Terre
v/ La Spezia v Lucerne v Zurich

+ Orvieto Town * Piazza Tasso
» Scenic C_oasllme_ ond Pax
+ Village Riomaggiore

Dep: Oct 10,15 Nov 5,12,19,26 fr$1 258*

Dec 3,10 (2017)Jan28 Feb4  (istPax fr§2518°)

é’w’ape 7

'Ii'i/ 13D nguin & Portugal

{ESPA12EESPAVVEMB1 2EBCN13)

v/ Madrid / Toledo v Salamanca v Fatima v Lisbon
v Seville v/ Granada v/ Valencia v/ Barcelona

» Puerta Del Sol * Jeronimos Monastery
« Flamenco Show « Alhambra Palace
+ La Sagrada Familia

Dep: Aug 31 Sep 12,14,22

Oct 3,7,14,24,31 Nov 6,14,18,21
Dec 2,5,9,11,16,19

2nd Pax

fr$1 268*

(1st Pax: fr§2528*)

Gurope 8§

I3D Centrul EuropeGefaway

(ERR1ERF13}

v Rome v Pisa v/ Florence ¢ Venice v Milan
¢/ Luceme v Rhinelands v Cologne
v Amsterdam v Brussels v/ Paris

* Colosseum « Lake Titisee + Rhineland Cruise
* Zaanse Schans - Eiffel Tower and Pax

Dep: Sep 3,10,24 Oct 2,14,21 ’ r$1 728'

Nov 5,10,17,24,26 Dec 1,3,8,15,
17,20 (2017) Jan 29 (1st Pax: f1$3448")

6’1#0,00 9

10D Wonders of Iceland

(EKEF10/EICE10)

v Reykjavik v Selfoss v Vik v Hofn
/ Husavik v Ayureyri v/ Borgarnes
+ 2N stay at Reykjavik

» Blue Lagoon Geothermal Pool

+ Skaftafell National Park

+ Snaefellsjokull Nalional Park

(EICE10)
2nd Pax

« 4% hotels throughout * 95% Meals 3088*
Dep: Sep 1,9 Oct 12 {FS

Nov 24 Dec1,15 {1st Pax: r$62868*)

611/0,00 70

'IOD Central Europe
Escapade e

v Cologne #/ Heidelberg v Schaffhausen
v Lucerne v Bern v Paris

« Cologne Cathedral « Heidelbery Castle
+ Chapel Bridge * Alfstadt + Louvre Museum
* La Vallee Outlet Shopping Villages 2 P

Dep: Oct 8,22,29 Nov 5,12,17 rrS1 258

Dec 3,10,17,22 [1st Pax: fr§2518")

6’/#0,03 77

11D Muglcal Europe

(EOMF11)

v Milan v Luceme / Col Du Pillon v Montreux
v Vevey v Yvoire / Dijon v/ Paris

v Brugge / Brussels v/ Amsterdam
+ Glacier 3000 ¢ Eiffel Tower 2nd level

+ Basilica of the Holy Blood

* Chocolate Museum * Yvoire Vllaga
Dep: Sep 25 Oct 9,23
Nov 13,20 (2017} Jan 29

1258

(1st Pax: fr§2516°)

Gurope 72

14D Europeun Escapude

(EOML14)

v Venice v/ Pisa v/ Florence v Orvieto v Rome
v Cinque Terre v/ Lucerne v Amsterdam

v Paris v/ London

« Funicular Ride + Wine Tasling

+ Fountain of Trevi  Canal Cruise
« Leaning Tower of Pisa * Big Ben
Dep: Sep 26 QOct9,10,23,24,30
Nov 13,14,20,21,27,28

Dec 4,5 (2017) Jan 23

2nd Pax

11788

{1st Pax: fr$3588")

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. Prices, taxes & fuel surcharges are subject to change & may vary according to departure dates & choice of airline. Information is correct as of 13 July 2016. Departure dates are subject
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AIR SINO-EURO ASSOCIATES TRAVEL PTE. LT

TRAVEL  No.1 Park Road #03-55/56/56A/57/58/50A, People's Park Complex $S059108 - Opening Hours: Mon - Sat 9.30am - 8.30pm; Sun & PH: 11.15am - 7pm
Suntec Branch: 3 Temasek Boulevard, #02-356, Suntec City Mall (Level 2)

to point of group assembly. All gifts & promotional offers are valid for fairground and new bookings only, whilst stocks last. All payment for Citibank promotions must be made by Citibank credit cards. Other conditions apply.

Taxes: $450* to $885*

» Opening Hours: Mon - Sat: 11am - 8pm; Sun & PH: 11am - 7pm

Worldwide Tours 6303 5303
(B Worldwide Cruises / F&E 6303 5308/18 \ Air Ticket 6438 9773

_ TA1501
www.asaholiday.com

6511 1668 (A1A)

Partner
Insurer:

SERVICH

China Tours 6303 5333
M.L.C.E 6438 3788
Suntec Branch 6238 9854




